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What is SEOSAW?  

SEOSAW is a  network of scientists and plots unified by a shared interest in understanding 

the changing ecology of African woodlands and savannas.  

For more information, see 'What is SEOSAW?' , 'Who owns the data?' , and 'Request our 

Data' at the bottom of the newsletter. 

https://seosaw.github.io/
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New SEOSAW Publication! 

 

Congratulations to Rob Davies and many SEOSAW co-authors for the acceptance of their 

publication, άPrecipitation gradients drive high tree species turnover in the woodlands of 

eastern and southern Africaέ, in Ecography. 

Updates from the Field 

 

http://doi.org/10.1111/ecog.06720
http://doi.org/10.1111/ecog.06720


 

1 - Field assistant Happy Mangena tagging a tree at Satara. 

PSPs in Kruger resampled! 

SEOSAW co-chair Prof. Sally Archibald and Researcher Tatenda Gotore embarked on a data 

collection campaign at Kruger National Park from May 9-26, 2023. Prof Archibald and her 

team established and have been monitoring permanent sample plots in Kruger National Park 

covering about 20 ha i.e., 3 x 5 ha plots at Satara and 1 x 4 ha plot at Skukuza. The objectives 

of this data collection campaign were to:  

ω Re-census and tag trees   

ω Collect grass biomass samples  

ω Collect soil samples     

The collected data will contribute to the long-term research objectives of understanding 

vegetation dynamics in response to climate change, herbivory, and fire including the overall 

carbon dynamics in these systems. This work is being done as a collaboration between 

SEOSAW, SECO, Miombo Network, FEFA, SANParks, and CSIR and will contribute the data to 

various projects at local, regional, and global scale providing evidence to support policy 

development and decision making for the management of savannas.  



 

 



 

 



 

New plots in Southeast Angola! 

During the months of April, June, and July, Luisa Escobar Alvarado and her team established 

26 50x50 m vegetation plots in the highlands of southeast Angola, in the province of Moxico. 

They explored the different vegetation types that local inhabitants recognise on a landscape 

with rivers, savannas, open and dense woodlands.  They worked with local communities to 

learn vernacular names of tree species as well as uses and importance of different species 

for local livelihoods. They found many species common of miombo ecosystems but also an 

unexpected high frequency of Cryptosepalum spp! 



 

 


