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What is SEOSAW?  

SEOSAW is a  network of scientists and plots unified by a shared interest in understanding 

the changing ecology of African woodlands and savannas.  

For more information, see 'What is SEOSAW?' , 'Who owns the data?' , and 'Request our 

Data' at the bottom of the newsletter. 

https://seosaw.github.io/
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Science Meeting- May 16 

We are planning a Science Meeting for May 16, 13:00-16:00 BST/GMT+1.  The topic will 

be Science for Policy and be jointly hosted by the Miombo Network.   

It will have a very similar structure to the last meeting where there will be equal parts 

presentations and discussions.  We are still determining speakers, but we will discuss how 

http://miombonetwork.org/


science can be used to inform policy on biodiversity, sustainable use, carbon, and climate 

change. More details to follow soon! 

https://ed -ac-uk.zoom.us/j/88435893897  

Meeting ID: 884 3589 3897 

Passcode: SEOSAW23 

https://ed-ac-uk.zoom.us/j/88435893897


Updates from the Field 

 



 

1 - Ongava, Namibia 

 

2 - Ongava, Namibia 

 

3 - Ongava, Namibia 

 

4 - Ongava, Namibia 

 

5 - Ongava, Namibia 



 

6 - Ongava, Namibia 

Namibia 

In February fieldwork was led by Vera De Cauwer (NUST, Namibia University of Science and 

Technology) and John L. Godlee (University of Edinburgh) in Ongava Game Reserve, in 

collaboration with Ongava Research Centre. With a team of five students from NUST, they 

set up 11 100x100 m (1 ha) new plots in a mixture of woodlands, shrublands and grasslands. 

These new plots are the driest permanent plots in the SEOSAW database, with just 370 mm 

rainfall per year, on average. The woodlands are dominated by a mixture of 

Colophospermum mopane and Commiphora species. More information about this project 

can be found here. 

 

https://ongava.com/
https://www.orc.eco/
https://www.orc.eco/post/long-term-vegetation-monitoring-infrastructure-at-ongava?postId=3811cfba-40ef-491b-9423-21bbd39936be&cid=e5d8d128-47af-4acc-a909-10ac4e554480


7 - Musingo Mbuvi, John Ngugi Kigomo, Chemuku Wekesa, Leila Ndalilo, Abdalla Kisiwa, Sylvia Mwalewa, Solomon Kipkoech, 
Collins Masinde, Rufo Jillo, Linet Muinde, Nixon Kilimo , Julius Gicheru, and Ruth Kabale 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Kenya 

Kenya Forestry Research Institute(KEFRI) established permanent sample plots for long-term 

monitoring of vegetation change as well as the socio-ecological factors driving the changes 

over time at University of Nairobi (UON) woodland- Kibwezi in January.  Beyond setting new 

plots, they conducted household surveys, key informant interviews, and focus group 

discussions to better understand the socio-ecology of the area.  Full report here. 

 

https://bitbucket.org/miombo/seosaw/raw/master/doc/reports/Kibwezi_report.pdf


 

 

 



 

 

 

Tanzania 

Dr. Njoghomi, E. Elisha (PI) and other PIs; Mr Naftali L. Mahewa, Mr. Sitta Malulu and Mr 

Josephat Kalugasha carrying out herbaceous layer sampling excersice at Kitulangalo PSP in 

Morogoro, thrusting forward the SEOSAW initiatives in Tanzania that will further our 

understanding on the distribution, diversity and conservation status of the ground layer 

species for miombo woodlands in Tanzania.  



 

8 - Hwedza, Zimbabwe 

 

9 - Hwedza, Zimbabwe 


